
Adriana P. Cuervo
Assistant Archivist for Music and Fine Arts - UIUC

SAA Research Forum 2008
August 26, 2008

San Francisco, CA





 Determine extent of material

 Establish collecting practices

 Scope of preservation practices among 

respondents



•Survey delivered to 499 contacts via email with additional 2 

reminders

•Music Library Association College and University librarians and 

SAA’s College and University Archives Section

• 43 responses  for  an 8.62% response rate.

•Survey was available to the respondents between July 18 and 

August 11 2008.



No  29 Yes 14 



•13 institutions include the future acquisition of these type of 
collection in their collection development policy

•9 don’t have preservation plans

•2 don’t know if their institution has any preservation plans

•3 plan to reformat for preservation



All 14 institutions have a college or department of music

Top three majors offered by these institutions

Composition

Music Education

Performance



Measuring units reported include:

53 cubic feet

86 linear feet

120-150

About 1000



Establish common threads among appraisal criteria for these types 

of collections

Take closer look at composers’ documentary output in order to 

better inform our collecting practices

Target colleges and universities with renown electronic 

music/composition programs to assess holdings and conduct 

comprehensive study 



Thoughts, ideas, questions or concerns?

acuervo@illinois.edu 


